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Our Mission
TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER AND CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
WELL COMMUNITIES WITH INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE HEALTH, 
EDUCATION, WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND GENERAL WELL-BEING.

Our Vision 
The Samburu Project was founded on the 
promise of delivering access to clean water.
Along the way, we discovered that water does 
so much more than we imagined. With clean 
water, families grow their own food, girls go 
to school, and women empower themselves 
through small businesses. Water helps 
communities grow, learn and thrive.

Our Values &  
Guiding Principles
We are an organization based on the idea that 
dignity is a universal birthright and through 
dignity we can restore hope for a better 
future. We acknowledge the one world we 
all share, and TSP strives to build a global 
community through donors, volunteers and 
supporters and the Samburu people. We 
believe community engagement and strength 
in numbers is a catalyst for positive change.
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From the Director

WATER IS...
This was a milestone year for The Samburu Project. We completed the drilling of our 109th well, expanded our 
educational programming by funding a new classroom for Ntepes Primary School, conducted four Samburu Sisters 
workshops, enhanced the garden at Sere Olipi Primary School, and sponsored four students’ education fees. With 
access to clean water, more children are finding themselves in a classroom for the first time. With access to clean 
water, schools are clean and provide healthy environments for learning. With access to clean water, mothers have  
time to start gardens providing food security and food diversity. The impact of water is having a huge impact on 
education in Samburu.   

In June, the 100th Well Celebration in Wamba, brought 14 guests, donors and  board members from around the  
world to Kenya. For most of these supporters, it was their first time to Africa and I can assure you, they will never 
forget their time in Samburu. Donors visited the wells they sponsored and met the communities that drink the water 
they provided. We visited schools that are benefitting from TSP wells and even had a bush birthday party. For board 
members, it was the first time some of them met our Kenya team and visited The Samburu Project office in Wamba. 
The Samburu people treated everyone to an amazing experience with singing, dancing and gifts from several clans and 
schools. The celebration resulted in a feast for all that cemented our global community in lasting friendship and mutual 
admiration. 

We celebrated again with our US supporters at Splash Bash in October. The generosity of our donors raised enough 
funds for our Kenya team to purchase a new vehicle. Our 2015 Landcruiser was delivered to Nairobi shortly before our 
donor trip this summer.  

We are now mid-way through 2019, and are excited about several internal projects that are helping to grow our brand 
awareness, and track the impact of our work in a meaningful way.  We have collaborated with the Kenyan government 
on a school water project, and are receiving support from Kenyan companies - all firsts for our organization.  We have 
welcomed a graduate student from New York in Samburu to work with our Kenya team for the next nine months. (Stay 
tuned for his blog posts on the life of a young American in Wamba.)

We share the growth of our small but mighty organization with you - every donor, 
volunteer, intern, and supporter that is part of our global community. Together 
we are changing people’s lives in a profound way. Healthier children, more girls 
attending school, food security for families, and empowered women with more 
time for income generating businesses are all due to access to clean water.   
That’s why we say - Water Is Life. 
 

With gratitude for your continued support,

Linda Hooper 

Executive Director
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1. Ntepes Primary School Well 
Donated by Mamen Saura & Manish Kothari  
in honor of Josefa Perez and Indu Kothari

2. Wamba Boys Secondary School Well 
Donated by Harbourton Foundation

3. Lemajani Well 
Donated by the Jerry R. Licari Family Foundation

4. Lempaute Well 
Donated by Kimberly & Sean Klimczak,  
Serkan & Merve Ceylan, Liz & Richard Utting, 
Terri Wade, and Guests of Sasaab Lodge

5. Lpus Leluai Primary School Well 
Donated by Magnes Foundation &  
Guests of Splash Bash 2017, 
In collaboration with Sasaab

6. Sere Olip Mixed Secondary  
 School Well 

Donated by the Swanson Family & Friends

7. Kinya Well 

Donated by Woodside Wishing Well

8. Nalepo Well 
Donated by Sandy & Andy Edmondson and  
Priyanka Ghosh Choudhuri & Friends

9.  Ngurunit Well
In collaboration with Rotary Club

10. Lbaa Oribar (currently under construction)

In collaboration with Rotary Club

WELL DRILL 2018
The Samburu Project embarked on its 12th well 
drill in Samburu, Kenya. This year, four of the ten 
wells drilled are serving local schools. With an 
easily-accessible source of clean water, children 
have time to attend school. Students are healthier, 
their uniforms and classrooms are cleaner, and 
schools are able to grow food for student lunches. 
Because students have access to clean water, they 
are healthier, schools are cleaner, and test scores are 
higher. Water provides hope for a bright future. 

For the 8th year in a row, The Samburu engaged the 
services of Kariuki Waruinge, of Ground Water Max, 
Nairobi to conduct hydrogeology studies to determine 
site selections. AquaMax Nairobi was contracted to 
conduct the actual drilling. The Samburu Project staff 
collaborated with these stakeholders to ensure the 
success of Well Drill 2018.

 ______________________________

EACH WELL PROVIDES  
ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER  
TO 600 – 1,000 PEOPLE

WATER IS LIFE
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Samburu Sisters Women’s Empowerment Workshops
The Samburu Sisters program in collaboration with the Pastoralist Child Foundation made great strides in 
2018 with four workshops in TSP well communities. Over 300 women enjoyed full day workshops where they 
learned about; conflict resolution, personal rights and freedoms, the importance of educating their children, 
HIV/AIDS education, and cultural practices and taboos as it relates to female circumcision. The workshops are 
delivering life-changing information to women who have previously had no exposure to this information, and 
are proving to be enriching to the Samburu women themselves and impactful to the community at large. 

______________________________

NO LONGER WALKING GREAT DISTANCES, WOMEN NOW HAVE TIME TO ATTEND 
EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS AND LAUNCH SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

WATER IS EMPOWERMENT

WATER IS EDUCATION
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Ntepes Primary  
School Classroom Expansion 

With a focus on education, The Samburu Project constructed a new 
classroom to alleviate overcrowding at Ntepes Primary School in 

Wamba. With access to clean water, school attendance in Wamba 
is rapidly growing. Ntepes Primary has an attendance of over 1,000 

students and is known as a sanctuary school. Girls seeking an 
education and refuge from early marriage are welcomed. 

WATER IS EMPOWERMENT

WATER IS EDUCATION

EDUCATION 

FOR GIRLS 
DOUBLES

 IN TSP WELL 
COMMUNITIES. 



10  Annual Report 2018

Sere Olipi Primary School Garden Improvement Project 
This year we continued our work with the Sere Olipi Primary School by providing fencing around their school garden,  
a water tank and slab. Water is now readily available and adjacent to the garden, and pesky animals are kept outside  
so crops can thrive. The garden provides two meals a day to 500 students and faculty. 
______________________________

A SCHOOL GARDEN ENSURES THAT NO CHILD GOES HUNGRY IN THE CLASSROOM.

WATER IS GROWTH
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Walk for Water
AN ARMY OF WALKERS AROUND THE COUNTRY GETS THE WATER FLOWING...
AND RAISED $80,000 FOR CLEAN WATER.

EVENTS
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On Sunday, April 30, TSP held its 9th Annual Walk for Water in Hermosa Beach, CA. The students of Mira Costa High 
School, especially the Model UN class and the TSP TRIBE Club were prominent participants again this year. After a 4 mile 
walk/run between Hermosa and Manhattan Beach Piers, walkers of all ages returned to American Junkie Restaurant where 
they enjoyed a delicious celebratory breakfast. The Metropolitan Water District sponsored the Kids Corner where children 
learned about water conversation in Southern California. 

Chobani, Boxed Water, Justin’s, JuiceCrafters, the Metropolitan Water District were event sponsors this year along with 
Board Member Emeritus, real estate developer and TSP “Pancake King,” Mike Rossi.

Walks for Water were also held in 10 additional cities around the United States. Thanks to our dedicated Water 
Ambassadors in each of these locations for rallying a crowd for clean water! 
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Walks for Water were also held in 10 additional cities around the United States. Thanks to our dedicated  
Water Ambassadors in each of these locations for rallying a crowd for clean water! 

1 Chicago (IL) 

 Thanks to Jasmine, Olivia & Isabella Hauser 

2 Dallas (TX) 

 Thanks to Lindsay Hackett 

3 Detroit (MI) 

 Thanks to Christine Schefman

4 Denver (CO) 

 Thanks to Kenny Leavitt & Jessica Knauf

5 Malibu (CA)

 Thanks to Catherine Pacos

6 New York (NY)

 Katharine Liao & Brian Wilhelms

7 San Francisco (CA)

 Thanks to Jennifer Liao

8 Natick (MA)

 Thanks to Kiki Swanson

9 Washington, DC

 Thanks to Latham & Watkins

10 Woodside (CA)

 Thanks to Doretta Bonner & Bob Falkenberg 

11 Seely Place Elementary School,
 Scarsdale (NY) 

 Thanks to Dawn Curran, and the Students  
 and Faculty of Seely

 4 3

 1  2



15 Annual Report 2018

 7

 5

 11

 9

 8

 10 6



16  Annual Report 2018



17 Annual Report 2018

Donors Visit TSP in Samburu 
to Celebrate 100 Wells

In June a gathering of the Samburu 
community was held in Wamba to celebrate 
the drilling of The Samburu Project’s 100th 
Well. Donors, Board Members and Friends 
from across the globe were in attendance. 
For some of them this was their first trip to 
Africa. They were welcomed by Samburu 
women’s groups with singing, dancing, and 
gifts. Speeches of gratitude were given by 
The Samburu Project’s Executive Director, 
Linda Hooper and Project Manager Eric 
Lekolii. Other community notables who 
delivered comments were Ambrose Lekotip 
(Headmaster of Sere Olipi Primary School), 
and jackson Lesirko (Minister of Education, 
Samburu County). Visits to well communities, 
bush lunches and game drives through 
Samburu National Reserve were part of  
a life-changing experience. 
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Priyanka Gosh Choudhuri, 15 years old and a memeber of the Mira 
Costa TRIBE club, organized an indian opera for clean water.

Priyanka Gosh Choudhuri and friends perform Chandalaika 
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THE SAMBURU PROJECT  
IN THE COMMUNITY
Abbott Kinney Festival
The Samburu Project had a stand at the iconic  
Venice street festival that is known as the Abbott 
Kinney Festival. Thousands of global minded  
citizens visited our booth to talk about water and 
purchase Kenyan crafts to support the cause.

Culver City Art Walk and Roll
The Samburu Project participated in the first 
annual Culver City Art Walk and Roll. TSP staff 
met hundreds of new friends and spread the 
word about the work we are doing in Kenya to 
combat the world water crisis.

Malibu Festival
The Samburu Project was invited to participate 
in the Malibu Festival, an annual event that 
unites all schools in the Malibu school district. 
TSP staff and volunteers set up a booth to share 
the rich tradition of beading with students and 
families, building relationships with junior water 
warriors in this beachside community. 

Board Match
The Samburu Project was invited to participate in 
the Google-sponsored event that connects non 
profit organizations with Los Angeles business 
professionals seeking board service. Through 
this event we met Lawrence Pereira who would 
be elected as a board member in 2019. 
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TSP celebrated our 13th anniversary at Splash Bash 2018. Held at The Mark  
for Events, 250 guests were entertained by live, African drumming and dancing  
courtesy of Balandugu Kan. 

The evening’s presentations included a recap of the year by our Executive  
Director, Linda Hooper and acknowledgement of outstanding volunteers;  

Priyanka Gosh Choudhuri (Mira Costa High School), Catherine Pacos, Elizabeth Wells (Art Auction Chair), and  
Mamen Saura (US Advisor & Photographer).

Fundraising activities were held throughout the night through live and silent auctions, art and photography sales,  
a wall of fine wine, and a “fund a need” effort that generated funding for a new vehicle for our Kenya team. 

A total of $167,000 was raised at the event. 
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PRESS
The Samburu Project in the News
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OUR TEAM / CALIFORNIA
Staff 
Linda Hooper Executive Director

Kiki Swanson, Project & Grants Manager

Victoria Pacos, Office Administration & Electronic 
Marketing

 
Board of Directors
Alan Leavitt, Board Chair

Debbie Buderwitz, Treasurer

Doretta Bonner, Secretary

Bob Falkenberg

John Fortuna

Jeanette Lomboy-Blossom

Douglas Smith

US Advisor & Photographer 

Mamen Saura

Number of 2018 Volunteers

100

Special Thanks To

Jenny Tennen, Program

Jules & Effin Older, Copy Editors

Rodrigo Garcia, Videography

Ray Chang, Photography

Steven Gaffney, Photography

Lexie Ornales, Events

Elizabeth Wells, Events

Roberta Schreiner, TRIBE Liaison

Left to Right: Alan Leavitt, Jeanette Lomboy-Blossom, Debbie Buderwitz, Victoria Pacos, Doretta Bonner, Bob Falkenberg, Linda Hoopoer, Douglas Smith

Left to Right: Kiki Swanson, Linda Hoopoer, Victoria Pacos
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OUR TEAM / KENYA
Staff 

Eric Lekolii, Project Manager

Paul Lekuuk, Well Maintenance Technician

Joel Lenkupae, Office Manager

Dalpheen Nyambane, Grants & Outreach

Volunteer Board Members in Kenya

Ndung’u Muchane

Josephine Leruk

93% 
of all TSP wells are 
CONTINUING 
to pump water 

and serve their 
communities

Eric Lekolii Paul Lekuuk

Dalpheen Nyambane Joel Lenkupae
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SPONSORS &  
CORPORATE PARTNERS 
The Samburu Project received generous support  
from the following companies in 2018: 

AAmerican Storage

Aquahydrate

AirKenya

American Junkie

Art Services Melrose

Barnana

Boxed Water

Cadogan Tate

Chobani

Four Corners  
   Conservation Framing

JuiceCrafters

Justin’s 

Latham & Watkins

Metropolitan Water District

Rossi

Team Tutors

This Bar Saves Lives

Tito’s Handmade Vodka  

Wells Fargo Advisors

225+
IN-KIND 

DONATIONS
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WELL FUNDERS
1. Harbourton Foundation

2. Sandy & Andy Edmondson and  
 Priyanka Gosh Choudhuri & Friends

3. Jerry R. Licari Family Foundation

4. Swanson Family & Friends 

5. Sarah Siegel Magnes Foundation &  
 Guests of Splash Bash 2017

6. Kimberly & Sean Klimczak, Serkan & Merve Ceylan, 
 Liz & Richard Utting, Terri Wade & Guests of Sasaab Lodge

7. Mamen Saura and Manish Kothari

8. Woodside Wishing Well / TSP

9. & 10. Rotary International

Splash Bash Fund-A-Need Donors
Guests of Splash Bash 2018 funded a new car!

 

Cindie Ayala

Zelda Benson & 
 George Wagner

Doretta Bonner

Patty Brown

Debbie Buderwitz

Katie Buderwitz

Michelle Chang

Hannah Demetor

Devin Donner

Martha & Robert 
Falkenberg

Jenny Fussell

Alix Gaspar

Zina Gleason

Oliver Glenn

Brian Gold

Tamara Goldman

Gabriel Goldstein

Lisa Guzzo

Maya Henderson

Karen Kappus

Miles Kavaler

Alice & Nahum Lainer

Alan & Jennie Leavitt

Jerry Licari

Jeanette Lomboy-Blossom

Jenny Marquot

Sven Martin

David Mickle

Mark Neal

Judy & Russ Patterson

Tristan Reid

Kellie Russell

Emily Sarpolus

Mamen Saura &  
 Manish Kothari

Jackie & Manny Silverman

Erika Smakula

Douglas Smith

Sharon & Todd Squires

Ashley St. Pierre

Melissa Goldsmith & 
Lawrence Stone

Jay Strozdas

Scott Thomas

Carolyn Virgo

Barbara Williams

Jason Wisch
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MAJOR DONORS
Donations of $50,000 and over
Anonymous

Donations of $30,000 and over
Robert & Martha Falkenberg

Irvin Sather

Donations of $20,000 and over
Estate of Jeff Bullard
Harbourton Foundation
Manish Kothari & Carmen Saura

Jerry R. Licari Family Foundaiton

Donations of $10,000 and over
ABAR Foundation

Sandra & Andrew Edmondson

Kimberly & Sean Klimczak

Sarah & Gary Magness

Manny & Jackie Silverman

Bob & Judy Swanson

Donations of $5,000 and over
Catherine Benkaim & Barbara Timmer
Zelda Benson & George Wagner
Jeanette Lomboy-Blossom
Doretta & Matthew Bonner
Dorothy Day
Rudi Dundas

The Ray & Wyn Ritchie Evans Foundation
Oliver Glenn
Halley Harrisburg
Mark Howell
Molly Keelan
Alice & Nahum Lainer
Latham & Watkins, Washington, DC
Cece & Ronald Nudelman
Judith & Russel Patterson
Doug Smith
Angelica Swan & Nathan St. John 

Hollis Taggart

Donations of $2,000 and over
Pat Arnall & Tommey Flemming 
Laurie & Robert Briskin
Serkan & Merve Ceylan
Debra & Bryan Dietz
Jen Goodwitch
Gardner Grout Foundation
Maya Henderson
Mark Kaplan & Garry Gekht
Karen Kappus
Jonathan Khalaf
Rosalie Kornblau
Alan & Jenni Leavitt
Mary Lee
Karen & Kevin McManus
Mitchell Mirkin
Carol & John O’Neil
Catherine & Greg Pacos
Guests of the Safari Collection
Stan Spence
Mark Taylor & Jay Strozdas

Leslie & Frank van Veenendaal

Jonathan Wong

1744
TOTAL 

DONATIONS
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TSP FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (UNAUDITED) 
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018      
   2018 2017
—————————————–––––––––––————————
Assets  
Cash and cash equivalents 125,048 215,962
Pledges and Contributions receivable 78,949 140,569
Prepaid expenses and other assets 958 474
Security deposit 1,150 1,000
Property and equipment (net) 67,557 48,831
Inventory 44,589 44,889
—————————————–––––––––––————————
Total Assets 318,252 451,725
  
Liabilities  
Accounts Payable & accrued expetnses 145,373 165,072
—————————————–––––––––––————————
Total Liabilities 145,373 165,072
  
Net Assets  
Unrestricted 161,244 245,536
Temporarily Restricted 11,634 41,117
—————————————–––––––––––————————
Total net assets 172,878 286,653
—————————————–––––––––––—————————————————————–––––––––––————————
Total Liabilites and Net Assets 318,251 451,725

72¢
OF EACH DOLLAR

goes to our program expenses

HOW WE USED OUR RESOURCES     
          —————————————–––––————————
         Program Services 404,381 72%
         Support Services 105,777 19%
         Fundraising  53,238 9%
—————————————–––––————————
Total Expenses  563,396 100%

Financial Statements are audited in Kenya by Githuru Mwangi & Kabia, Certified Public Accountants in compliance with Kenyan NGO Regulatory Board.  
Tax Preparation conducted by Clifton Larson Allen, LLP, Pasadena, CA.
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GIVE WATER. GIVE LIFE. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US: 
310.881.7265  |  www.thesamburuproject.org  |  8800 Venice Blvd, Suite 208, Los Angeles, CA 90034 

  facebook.com/samburuproject    @samburuproject    TheSamburuProject


