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by Alana Garrigues

Throughout the past five years 
or so, Hermosa Beach residents 
and visitors have watched the 

city undergo a steady transition as sections 
of town have been modernized and beau-
tified. Now the city is turning its focus to 
Pier Plaza. 

The cubical granite bollards that have 
caused injuries from people jumping off 
or bumping into them are being removed, 
and a group focused on a “Sociable City” 
concept has been talking about ways to 
beautify the plaza, encourage business and 
give it more of a friendly feel to visitors.

New lighting is going in and 
soon the Chamber of Commerce’s 
Wednesday afternoon farmer’s market 
will begin. Three luxury hotels are look-
ing to move into the area, one of which 
has already been approved. The pier itself 
is under repair and the city has a plan to 
implement family-friendly events on the 

plaza, making it a gathering place for resi-
dents and community members.

Last month, the City Council approved 
high-end exterior displays for surf shops, 
and earlier this month, Council voted to 
keep patio space from extending 13 feet 
from the side of a building. For unifor-
mity, safety and order, queues that form 
after 10 p.m. will be required to start 5 feet 
away from the patio area and extend no 
more than 20 feet toward the plaza’s cen-
ter line, zig-zagging back and forth within 
an area as wide as the business front.

The new format for queues has been 
tested by businesses in recent months. 
HBPD Police Chief Sharon Papa said 
the lines seem to have been working, and 
while it is hard to eyeball 20 feet, there are 
indicators that the police and fire depart-
ment can see, and could delineate for 
businesses and patrons.

“I went down there with the fire chief 
and we actually looked at where every-
thing is,” Papa said. “When we went down 
there, there were natural locations in the 

pavement that clearly delineate where 
those lines can extend beyond, and there 
used to be some type of bollards there that 
were taken out and there’s little round cir-
cles with bumpy concrete that is a good 
visual if we were to put some type of 
reflective paint or something more dec-
orative there. It’s a great visual that no 
line should ever go past that and it leaves 
plenty of space in the middle of the plaza 
for fire trucks to get through, for police 
vehicles need be, and the public to walk 
through.”

The new plan will ensure an open path 
of at least 24 feet across the plaza.

All patios will be required to reside 
within a physical barrier, meant to limit a 
“creep” into the public space of the plaza.

Ultimately, Council, the police and 
business owners hope the additional regu-
lations and beautification efforts will lead 
to a more respectful and welcoming atmo-
sphere as they prepare for luxury hotel 
visitors and focus on opportunities for res-
idents to gather in community.

Creating a new look for Pier Plaza
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Half-day TK program

Hermosa Beach City School District 
Superintendent Patricia Escalante told school 
board members last week that full-day transitional 
kindergarten, also known as TK, would not be 
possible.

The district was forced to cut kindergarten back 
to a half-day program—it was upped to full-day 
two years ago—and shuffle third-graders from 
Valley to View for the 2015–16 school year due to 
overcrowding problems. But the board had asked 
to maintain TK as a full-day program, if possible.

According to Escalante, HBCSD Business 
Manager Angela Jones approached the state to 
ask about the possibility and was told that the state 
board would be highly unlikely to approve longer 
hours for TK than for kindergarten.

Therefore, Escalante said the district sent a let-
ter to parents guaranteeing incoming TK parents 
requests to schedule their children in the a.m. or 
the p.m. program. Included in the letter was a 
note that HBCSD would also approve interdistrict 
transfers, but no parents have requested one yet. 
Manhattan Beach and Redondo Beach are both on 
half-day TK and kindergarten schedules.

 
North School options

The school board conducted round table dis-
cussions about the prospect of expanding back 
into North School, following the widely attended 
school board workshop earlier this month to listen 
to community members’ concerns and suggestions 
surrounding North School. The workshop was held 
to better understand the district’s options moving 
forward after Measure Q, the district’s $54 million 
school bond floated last November, failed to reach 
the supermajority required to pass. The district is 
looking for ideas, trust and buy-in from residents.

Escalante told board members that a com-
munity group of seven volunteers had offered to 
compile and aggregate all of the attendees’ Post-It 
notes filled with ideas and red dots showing sup-
port, and they were in the process of doing so. 
Four of the seven posters from the workshop had 
been completed, and she would present the find-
ings at the next board meeting.

Key concerns, she said, included parking and 
traffic, the impact on Valley School, continued 
questions about the Time Warner building or the 
Community Center, and the cost and scope of the 
bond.

Overall, board members agreed that they 
would be interested in looking into underground 
parking at the site; conducting a traffic study, 
potentially in conjunction with the city; maintain-
ing the integrity of Valley Park and potentially 
adding to its charm; limiting the dollar amount of 
the bond measure to focus on North School and 
address immediate safety concerns at View and 
Valley; and being very specific in the scope.

There was no interest in pursuing options with 
the Community Center, but some board members 
felt the reasons, such as safety concerns and land 
size, could be more clearly defined to address 
community questions.

Escalante said she would like the board to give 
public insight about its direction and timing of the 
next bond measure by the end of the school year 
to give families and the community ample notice 
and time to prepare in the event of a November 
election. 

 
Board election

Two HBCSD board seats, currently occupied 
by Patti Ackerman and Lisa Claypoole, are open 
for the November election. The board approved 
a resolution to put the board election on the Nov. 
3 ballot.

School board roundup

Walk for Water supporters flood plaza, strand

Swarms of people gathered in Hermosa 
Beach’s Pier Plaza on April 19 to raise 
awareness for the local drought and one 
in Kenya. The crowd walked a four-mile 
loop from the Hermosa Beach Pier to 
the Manhattan Beach Pier and back to 
bring awareness to global water conserva-
tion. Funds from the event provide access 
to drinkable water for communities in 
Northern Kenya. 
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